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SUBJECT: SOVIET INTEREST IN GATT 

REF: MOSCOW 13555 

1 . IN VIEW OF INDICATION BY SOVIET ECONOMIC OFFICIAL 
(REFTEL) THAT SOVIET GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN SHOWING SOME 
INTEREST IN GATT, QUESTION ON THIS POINT WAS PUT TO DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR OF MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MFA) DIVISION 
FOR INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORGANIZATIONS. OFFICIAL CON- 
FIRMED THAT SOVIETS ARE GIVING CONSIDERATION TO SOME FORM OF 
ASSOCIATION WITH GATT, PRIMARILY BECAUSE OF INTEREST IN 
MULTTLATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS. 

2. MFA OFFICIAL EXPLAINED THAT SOVIETS WOULD PREFER SOME 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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FORM OF OBSERVER STATUS, BUT THEIR REVIEW OF GATT RULES 
AND HISTORY INDICATES THATOBSERVER STATUS IS HALFWAY HOUSE 
ON PATH TO FULL MEMBERSHIP, HENCE A COMMITMENT THAT THEY DO 
NOT WISH TO MAKE. SOURCE ALSO MENTIONED WITHOUT ELABORATION 
POSSIBILITY OF PARTICIPATION IN MULTILATERAL TARIFF 
NEGOTIATIONS AS NON-GATT MEMBER. 
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3. SUBORDINATE MFA OFFICIAL MONITORING CONVERSATION SAID 
THAT GOOD SOLUTION MIGHT BE IF UNCTAD AND GATT WERE TO MERGE. 

SOURSE RESPONDED THAT SUCH A MERGE WAS HIGHLY UNLIKELY TO 
OCCUR. 

4. COMMENT: THIS IS SECOND RECENT INDICATION WE HAVE HEARD 
OF AT LEAST SOME SOVIET INTERNAL CONSIDERATION BEING TO 
GATT. IT CONTRASTS WITH A VERY HARD NEGATIVE LINE 
TOWARDS PROSPECTS FOR CONSIDERATION OF STEPS TOWARDS 
CONVERTIBILITY OR MEMBERSHIP IN MULTILATERAL FINANCIAL ORGANIZATIONS 
AND PROBABLY REFLECTS SOVIET ASPIRATION TO ENHANCE INFLUENCE 

AND ACQUIRE INFORMATION AT LOW RISK TO OWN SYSTEM. 
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